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m THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as follows: 
1. (Currently Amended) A method for restricting a message service in a communication 
network, wher e in 

u l l ta.L g .u id u (1 M ^ 1 1) nnd a i ^^ ipi^nt (P . 1 3, 1 1) u f a m .^r^Qo cu mmunica tion i n 

..:J ..attuil: arc inr n l ir ^ ^ - ^-j P-^ ' - ' -^ - ^ ' ^^^ ^-^ 1"' ^ -^-^ " ^^^^"^ comprising: 

the stops of 

keeping a record (28><:ontaining information about certain addresses with which a 
message communication is not allowed in . ^..ntrhin p center of the communication network ; 

deciding f^:^ inthP .witching center whether a message communication with a certam 
address is allowed or not, and writing (S36)-infonnation of unallowed addresses in said record 
thus determining contents of said record-(38); 
receiving a request for establishing a message communication-(S^; 
analyzing (S31, S27, S32) on the basis of the information in the record whether a 
message communication is allowed; and 

preventing fs^in the switching center the transmission of a message if said message is 
related to an unallowed address according to the analyzing stepr^.4ierem 

c a d i of paid do ci . i n ,. .l.p ( G 30.\) a u c i o nirl p rn y nntir.^ .Itp (S29) i s don e in a swit chin g 
.u;U (11, 15) n f ..M l ^^^^ ^ ' ^'"' ^ ™ '""'^ 

center (11, 15) . 

2. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 1 , wherein atJeasLone eMd-sender and 

i..ct nnP recinient of ^v-- rr.....^. rnmrnunication is a message service center 

3. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 1, wherein said switching center is a 
visited switching center^, to which a terminal of a subscriber being involved in said message 
communication is related at a time when said message is to be transmitted. 
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4. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 1, wherein said switching center is an 
interworking switching center-^t§). 

5. (Original) A method according to claim 1, wherein said contents of said record are subscriber 
specific. 

6. (Original) A method according to claim 5, wherein said record is common to a group of 
subscribers. 

7. (Currently Amended) A network capable of rcotricting a moaoago sor^dce systgm, comprising: 

at least one sender (12, 13, 11) and one recipien t (12, 13, 11) , wherein each has an 

a plurality of switching centers, wherein a terminal is always related to a visited 
switching center-(44^; 

a record (3«)-in which information about unallowed addresses is written; 

an an al yz ing m conc (27)3nalb^ for analyzing with the help of said record (S8>-whether 
an address is unallowed; 

mca nc (29),a prevention module operable to prevent transmission of a message if said 
message is related to an address which is unallowed according to the analysis of the analyzing 
m o an r. (27^ analvzer : and 

a decision meai»^ntity.(36)-for deciding on a permission for an address in a message 
commimication, wherein 

said record-(3«), said analyzing moano (27) analyzer, said preventing means 
OQ^ prevention module and said decision moano (26) entity are located in each of sai d plurality of 
switching centers-(44). 

8. (Currently Amended) A^aetweritThesystem according to claim 7, wherein one of said sender 
and said recipient is a message service center-(44). 

9. (Currently Amended) A n o twork The svstem according to claim 7, fUrther comprising at least 
one interworking switching center-(+5), wherein said record-(2S), said analyzing means 
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^analyzer, said i>u ■ i n"'"i: no;^prpvention module and said decision f 
are located in said interworking switching center-^. 



3-(36)entity 



10. (CANCELED) 

1 1 (Currently Amended) A network o l c mentAn apparatus capable of restricting a message 
service between at least one sende r (12, 13, 11) and one recipien t (12, 13, 1 1 ) , wherein each has 
an address (A12, A13, All), said apparatus comprising: 

a record (2«)-in which information about unallowed addresses is written; 

on an alyz ing m-Ti"--F^ for analyzing with the help of said record-(38) whether an 
address is unallowed; 

means (2^1 r ^'--^ ^^ r'-'-^'^" ^^^ preventing transmission of a message if said message 
is related to an address which is unallowed according to the analysis of the a«alyz«g-meansfor 
analyzing-(3^; and 

deeisieft-means-(36) for deciding on a permission for an address in a message 
communication, wherein 

said record-^, said anatyzm^means for analy2ing-{3^, said p^eventing-meansfor 
preventine- ^and said deeisien-means for deciding-(26) are located in said aetwefk 
fOemen tapparatus comprising a switching center. 

12. (Currently Amended) The network olomentThe apparatus of claim 1 1, wherein said record in 
which information about unallowed addresses is written relates to at least one address 
corresponding to said at least one sender originating a message to a-th^switching center for 
further communication to said recipient via a message service center of said-a network. 

13. (Currently Amended) The ftetwefksystem of claim 7, wherein said record in which 
information about unallowed addresses is written relates to at least one address corresponding to 
said at least one sender originating a message to ^ne of said plurality of switching eentercenters 
for further communication to said recipient via a message service center of said network. 
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14. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein said record containing information 
about certain addresses with which said message communication is not allowed relates to an 
address of said sender originating said message communication to said switching center for 
further communication to said recipient via a message service center of said communication 
network. 

1 5 . (New) An apparatus capable of restricting a message service between at least one sender 
and one recipient, wherein each has an address, said apparatus comprising: 

a record in which information about unallowed addresses is written; 
an analyzer configured to analyze, with the help of said record, whether an address is 
unallowed; 

a prevention module configured to prevent transmission of a message if said message is 
related to an address which is unallowed according to the analysis of the analyzer; and 

a decision entity configured to decide on a permission for an address in a message 
communication; 

wherein said record, said analyzer, said prevention module and said decision entity are 
located in said apparatus comprising a switching center. 

16. (New) The apparatus of claim 15, wherein said record in which information about unallowed 
addresses is written relates to at least one address corresponding to said at least one sender 
originating a message to the switching center for further communication to said recipient via a 
message service center of a network. 

17. (New) A computer program product comprising a computer readable storage structure 
embodying computer program code thereon for execution by a computer processor, wherein said 
computer program code comprises instructions for performing a method according to claim 1. 
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